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“Of the world’s 1.2 billion 
extreme poor living on less 
than a dollar a day, 90 
percent depend on forest 
resources to help protect 
water sources and reduce 
risks of natural disasters 
such as landslides and 
flooding.” 
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The way that these grand 
scale projects can literally 
plow over the lives of poor 
people and the 
environment that sustains 
them evidences the low 
premium that this 
government places on its 
poor citizens and 
deteriorated environment. 
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This landside 
occurred above a 
housing 
development for 
lower middle class 
families after an 
earthquake in 2001. 
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Romero’s face featured on a wall in El 
Salvador, saying “the structures of social 
injustice have given a slow death to the poor.” 
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Dear Editor, 

We are writing to express our concern about the global environment and how it affects the poor. We are 
all aware of the consequences that our actions can have on the ecosystem. It has also become increasingly 
clear that the poorest members of our international community are those who are most vulnerable to 
environmental degradation.  

The Central American nation of El Salvador is, in many ways, a microcosm of this situation. It is a place 
in which the effects of the U.S. Government’s policies towards developing nations are most apparent. In 
turn, El Salvador illustrates how neglecting the environment in international policy can affect life within 
U.S. borders. 

U.S. trade policy towards El Salvador encourages lowering barriers for companies to produce their 
products cheaply. Many international companies have taken advantage of such policies by polluting in 
their pursuit of profits. Large construction companies have made way for shopping malls, highways, and 
housing developments by clear-cutting forests, making El Salvador one of the most deforested countries 
in the world. Subsidiary factories of companies like Record Battery and Kimberly Clark have polluted 
key rivers with chemicals that cause skin rashes and a myriad of internal illnesses. Currently, a number of 
mining companies from the U.S. and Canada seek to exploit El Salvador’s metallic mineral resources 
through open pit mining, which would leave only cyanide residue and scarred landscapes behind them. In 
short, U.S. trade policy towards El Salvador has encouraged companies to exploit human and natural 
resources for decades. 

As the poor are subjected to polluted water and eroded farmlands, they are forced to seek financial 
security by migrating to the United States. Every day, over 700 people leave El Salvador to do just that. 
As we in the U.S. change to efficient light bulbs and hybrid cars, let us consider the other causes of 
environmental destruction, and what we as a nation can do to curb it. We encourage our leaders in 
Congress to seek just policies towards El Salvador and other countries like it so that the poor can find 
sustainable alternatives in their home countries.  

Sincerely, Your Name(s) 
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